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@I started playing the bass guitar when | was 13 years old, and that was when |
started playing music. As a teenage student, | formed a band with my classmates
and seniors. After graduation, | did various activities to play in bands and realized
that | am not a person who is suited to work with others and create something
together. Then, | decided to explore a form of music activity that would allow me
to work all by myself, and began learning to play the guitar and composing music
using computers. | was exposed to a lot of music, movies and literature, and
studied composition and kept writing songs. | had been making all efforts to get
useful(helpful) relationships such as making demo recordings, approaching
various (places or) persons in the Japanese music industry, and trying Youtube
and SoundCloud to spread my songs. But those activities did not lead to my
music career at all. | got just one response to my demo soundtrack and profile |
sent to a music production office 3 years ago. That was the only nice feedback |
could get. After a long trial testing process, | had experienced lyric competitions
of major J-pop and K-pop artists. Also, | was able to write a few lyrics of gaming
songs. At the same time, my boss gave me advice on my music activities, and |
kept exploring the possibilities of my career. However, the above was the only
opportunity | have had in more than 10 years of constant musical pursuit. | don't
see a future in continuing to work hard and build my career as a musician in
Japan. So | began to think about going abroad to study music.
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@ | couldn't have the opportunity so much to experience live music in Japan, such as
participating in live performances and interacting with other like-minded musicians.
Many people have a strong sense that music and other art forms are only for
entertainment, and many people look at adults who want to make a career out of them
with the cold stare of "people who are old enough to be playing around. In addition, what
| also dislike most about the Japanese music industry today is that the mainstream is
dominated by group idols who sell childishness and immaturity rather than ability and
musical perfection. For these reasons, | think Japan is not a comfortable country for
many aspiring musicians and artists.

In the UK, especially in London, there are many live music venues and music bars, and |
believe that music and other kinds of art are much more deeply rooted in people's lives
than in ours. And they seem very mature. Of course, this may be wishful thinking on my
part. But still, when | am exposed to British music, movies, and literature, | am much
more excited than when | am exposed to contemporary entertainment from my own
country. For these reasons, | chose to move to England and then to London to relearn
music. | look forward to engage actively in music both in and out of school, and going to
many different places to interact with many musicians and music lovers in person.
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QAlso, as for my plan after graduation, | can't say for sure because it'll be
meaningless if | would not be accepted in the UK's music industry as | wish, but
at least, as | was saying before, | don't have any hope or love for the current
music industry in Japan now. Therefore, | think | will continue to make various
attempts to find a way to make a living as a musician outside Japan from in
school.
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@My musical roots are in the Indie rock scene in my own country, Japan.
They made me want to start my own music career. When | was in junior
high and high school, | scoured various bands and listened to a lot of
music. In terms of genres, | would say alternative rock, post-rock, or
something like that. Well, | just looked for and listened to what | thought
was cool.

| don't listen to much Japanese rock music these days, but the various
things | got from that music are definitely the foundation of my musical life.
And as | began to delve into the music that was influenced by them, | also
began to listen to British rock a lot when | was in high school.
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@Well, thence, | have loved British rock since | was a teenager and listened to
music of various British bands. Especially, My favorite when | was a high school
student was Radio Head. In particular, | was shocked by the song called
"Paranoid Android" and its music video when | watched it for the first time. Any
way, Britain is a country like a treasure chest filled with great rock musicians and
songs. It also has a wonderful environment which enables musicians to pursue
radical and experimental sounds and make their major debut. So, to live in
London would allow me to devote myself to music as much as | want and it is a
very meaningful and exciting thing for me, who spent adolescence as a great
lover of music.
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@Then again, | often hear that Japanese 70's and 80's city pop has
become popular among overseas music fans these days. | think its unique,
delicate and nostalgic view and stylish lyrics and sounds mixed with
sweetness and transience are appealing. By the way, to begin with, the
sound has its roots in adult contemporary Western music such as TOTO,
Steely Dan, and Billy Joel. It is called "AOR " in Japan and have been loved.
Japanese city pop musicians were greatly influenced by their delicate and
proud attitude of creating the sound and have been studying diligently to
catch up with it, which led to the development of the genre of Japanese
city pop. | myself love the music of city pop artists, and | think it is an
appropriate sound to express my own personality. Then, | have
incorporated it into my own songwriting by listening to and studying not
only the artists' own songs but also the music that they declared they have
been influenced and that has its roots in. However, | believe that this genre
is really profound and there are still many fascinating aspects and artists
that | have yet to learn. | want to continue to study them, and moving
myself to modern London to study them gives me a different and fresh
perspective. And, | believe that it'll not only have a direct and positive
impact on my songwriting, but also help me build more confidence in me
and establish my identity as a Japanese musician.
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(DKnulp in the middle of summer

This is a song | wrote two years ago. It was right around this time of year,
in the dog days of Summer, when it was sweltering. At the time, | was
looking back on the past and feeling a sense of regret over things like the
friends | had stopped seeing; dreams that never came true; and how things
could have been. | was tormented by my fixation on the past. | remember
writing this song as a kind of outlet for my frustrations. "Knulp" in the title
of this song comes from Hermann Hesse's novel "Knulp," which is the name
of the main character in the novel. When | was trying to come up with a
title, | suddenly thought of this book. | thought that | was like him, so |
chose that title. The song was originally in Japanese, but | rewrote the
lyrics into an English version for this Zoom audition. "Knulp" is a story
about a man on the verge of death who reflects on his past. | still have a
long time to live, though, so the last spurt of the song is a statement of my
intention to say goodbye to my past life and do my best in a new place,
looking for somewhere | can shine. Piano arrangements are my favorites,
so | dared to make it a simple piano accompaniment track.
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0ut of the blue, Into the blue

This song's lyrics might be a little obscure, but they tell a story about a
bird that dives into the sea, which it longs to do, but then drowns to death.
This song was also originally in Japanese, but | rewrote it in English.
However, taking highly abstract lyrics written in Japanese and expressing
them in English is a very difficult thing. | feel that improving my English
skills is still an issue | need to work on, but | am eager to learn. As for the
arrangement, it was all done by computer except for the guitars, but |
wanted to create a mellow sound arrangement with an analog feel, so
that's what | aimed for. The album "The Nightfly" by Donald Fagen was a
great reference when making this song.
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@Pink Marguerite

When | was a child, | loved Japanese manga for girls and grew up
watching various anime based on these manga. Those ending songs for
these anime were often cute city-pop or dream pop style J-pop songs that
were both nostalgic and cute. And, this song was created with that image
in mind. In other words, | created this song with the feeling of opening a
cherished childhood toy box and taking out the contents.
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